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Abstract: The current article presents an empirical study of L2
acquisition of the Chinese unaccusative verbs by English—speaking
learners. Since the proposal of Unaccsautive Hypothesis, lots of
researches have been conducted on the acquisition of unaccusativity
across languages. Previous studies have provided evidences in
supporting the argument that unaccusatives and unergatives
distinction is a universal phenomenon across languages in spite of
the fact that various languages have different ways to realize it.
The current article presents an empirical study of L2 acquisition of
the Chinese unaccusative verbs by English-speaking learners. The aim
is to establish whether learners of Chinese are sensitive to the
unaccusative/unergative distinction and the lexical-semantic
characteristics of unaccusative verbs in similar ways as learners of
Romance languages that were found to follow Unaccusative Hypothesis

and Unaccusative Hierarchy Hypothesis
This study mainly tests the following questions:

A. Whether L2 Chinese learners are sensitive to Unaccusative
Hypothesis and Unaccusative Hierarchy, and can tell the
unaccusatives—unergative distinctions regardless of their proficiency

levels?

B. Whether leaners accept V-NP structure of unaccusative verbs

but reject that of unergative verbs?

C. Will L2 Chinese learners be succeeded in choosing different

aspectual markers according to various types of intransitives?

To answer these questions, the present study start from a
literature review of Unaccusative Hypothesis, Unaccusative Hierarchy
and related issues. Then a contrastive analysis between English and

Chinese unaccusativity was conducted in order to pave the way for a



better understanding of Chinese unaccusativity. An empirical study
with three grades of altogether 22 students from University of
Sheffield shows that different proficiency levels varies in
acquisition of Chinese unaccusativity. L1 influence and Markedness

Theory play important roles in explaining observed phenomena.

Based on the results and findings, the present study confirms the
some characteristics of Chinese unaccusativity, for example, V+NP
structure and aspectual marker selection, but failed in verifying the
hierarchy. This study also proposes linguistic and pedagogical

implications to probe into the acquisition of Chinese unaccusativity.
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